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Drug and Alcohol Misuse Policy
Introduction
This policy is written with reference to:
· Department for Education: Searching, Screening and Confiscation (July 2022)
· Behaviour in Schools Guidance (2022)
· Statutory Guidance on Suspensions and Permanent Exclusions (September 2023)
· Alternative Provision Statutory Guidance (February 2025)
· North and South of Tyne Safeguarding Children Partnership Procedures (updated 2024)
At Adventure in Learning, we are committed to ensuring a safe, healthy, and supportive learning environment. The misuse of drugs or alcohol by pupils, staff, or visitors poses significant risks to health, safety, and wellbeing and will not be tolerated.
Our approach is rooted in education, prevention, early intervention, and safeguarding.

Aims
This policy aims to:
· Safeguard pupils, staff, and the wider school community from the risks associated with drugs and alcohol.
· Promote informed and responsible decision-making about substance use.
· Provide clear procedures for managing incidents involving drugs or alcohol.
· Ensure compliance with safeguarding and legal responsibilities, including referral to relevant agencies when required.
· Support pupils to make positive choices and access appropriate help.

Definitions
For the purpose of this policy:
· Drugs include all illegal substances, psychoactive substances (legal highs), prescription medication being misused, over-the-counter medication being misused, solvents, tobacco, and e-cigarettes/vapes.
· Alcohol refers to any beverage or substance containing ethanol intended for consumption.
· Misuse refers to the possession, use, supply, or distribution of these substances contrary to law, school rules, or medical guidance.

Principles
· Adventure in Learning promotes a culture of prevention, education, and early support.
· Incidents involving drugs or alcohol will be treated as safeguarding concerns as well as behavioural issues.
· The school will follow the North and South of Tyne Safeguarding Children Procedures in all cases where a pupil’s safety or welfare may be at risk.
· Where appropriate, incidents will be managed in partnership with parents/carers, commissioning schools, and relevant external agencies (e.g., police, health services, social care).
· Confidentiality will be maintained appropriately, balancing privacy with the duty to protect pupils from harm.

Education and Prevention
· Drug and alcohol awareness is delivered through the PSHE curriculum and wider pastoral provision.
· Pupils are encouraged to make informed choices and understand the consequences of substance misuse.
· Staff receive training to identify signs of substance misuse and respond appropriately.
· External agencies may support educational sessions to promote healthy lifestyles.

Procedures for Managing Incidents
1. Initial Response
· Any suspicion, disclosure, or evidence of drug or alcohol use must be reported immediately to the Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL).
· The pupil’s safety and welfare will be the first priority.
· If a substance is found, it will be handled according to the DfE Searching, Screening and Confiscation guidance (see attached Appendix).
2. Investigation
· A senior member of staff will investigate the circumstances, including interviews with those involved.
· Parents/carers and the commissioning school/local authority will be informed at the earliest opportunity.
3. Safeguarding
· If there are concerns that a pupil is at risk of harm, a referral will be made to Children’s Social Care following the North and South of Tyne Safeguarding Children Partnership Procedures.
· This may include completing an Early Help Assessment or contacting the local MASH (Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub).
4. Consequences
· Responses will be proportionate and in line with the Behaviour Policy and Suspension and Termination of Placement Policy.
· Possible actions include:
· Verbal warning or restorative conversation.
· Referral for pastoral or counselling support.
· Suspension from provision.
· Termination of placement, where behaviour poses a serious risk to safety or wellbeing.
· Police involvement will be considered where criminal activity is suspected.
Support and Intervention
· Pupils involved in substance misuse will be supported to access appropriate help.
· Support may include:
· Internal mentoring and pastoral support.
· Referral to local substance misuse services 
· Collaboration with social care or youth offending teams where relevant.

Staff Responsibilities
· All staff must familiarise themselves with this policy and report any concerns immediately to the DSL.
· Staff are not expected to investigate incidents independently.
· The DSL is responsible for coordinating the response, safeguarding actions, and communication with external agencies.

Monitoring and Review
· All drug or alcohol-related incidents will be logged and monitored.
· Patterns or repeated concerns will be reviewed to inform targeted intervention and policy development.
· Annual policy review will ensure alignment with current legislation and the North and South of Tyne Safeguarding Children Partnership Procedures.

Links with Other Policies
This policy should be read in conjunction with:
· Behaviour Policy 
· Suspension and Termination of Placement Policy 
· Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy
· Health and Safety Policy

Conclusion
Adventure in Learning is committed to maintaining a safe, healthy, and supportive learning environment. We take a proactive stance on drug and alcohol education while responding firmly and fairly to incidents. All actions will prioritise pupil welfare, uphold safeguarding responsibilities, and promote long-term positive outcomes.
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Appendix 1

This appendix summarises key points from the Department for Education’s Searching, Screening and Confiscation: Advice for Schools (July 2022). It outlines how Adventure in Learning will exercise its legal powers to search, screen and confiscate items safely and appropriately.
1. Legal Powers
· Staff authorised by the Senior Leader may search a pupil or their possessions if there are reasonable grounds to suspect possession of a prohibited item.
· Prohibited items include: illegal drugs, alcohol, stolen property, weapons, tobacco, vapes, fireworks, pornographic material, or any item used to commit an offence or cause harm.
· Screening (e.g., using a metal detector) may be conducted with or without consent.
2. Conducting a Search
· Searches must be lawful, proportionate, and respectful of pupils’ dignity and privacy.
· A search should normally be conducted by two members of staff, with at least one being the same sex as the pupil, unless urgent circumstances make this impractical.
· Only outer clothing (e.g., coats, hats, shoes) may be removed by staff.
· Strip searches can only be carried out by the police and must comply with statutory safeguards.
3. Confiscation and Disposal
· Staff may confiscate items found during a search if they are prohibited or considered harmful or disruptive.
· Confiscated items may be disposed of, retained, or handed to the police as appropriate.
· Any controlled substances found will be secured and passed to the police without delay.
4. Recording and Communication
· All searches involving prohibited items will be recorded and reported to senior staff.
· Parents/carers will be informed as soon as reasonably practicable when a prohibited item has been found.
· Records will be reviewed to ensure fairness, consistency and non-discrimination, including for pupils with protected characteristics.
5. Safeguarding Considerations
· Searches, screening and confiscation must be seen within a safeguarding context.
· Discovery of drugs, alcohol or other prohibited items may indicate a pupil is at risk of exploitation, substance misuse, or abuse.
· All such incidents will be referred to the Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) and managed in line with the North and South of Tyne Safeguarding Children Partnership Procedures
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